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Stewards of the Land

Newsletter of Gold Ridge Resource Conservation District

Happy 75 t Anniversary, Gold Ridge RCD!

This year, the Gold Ridge RCD cel ebrates 75 yearsp of
Sonoma County and the seventh in all of Californ| a.

servation District. The first concept of the RCD| was
tragedy of the 1930s Dust Bowl . Educating farmer§s in
ni tvy, and the environment was a founding principl|le c
expanded to include all/l natur al resources, but the ¢
achieve responsible stewardship of this | and as t

Gold Ridge Receives Gold Resolution from |the
Gol d Ridge and Sonoma RCD &

Conservation Service gratef

tion for our coll aborative fb% Pbi glhéﬂé’lahi%%nwovrek sar

Executive Director Awa b"otyeer fb?mttﬁs
Year , Celebrates 10 Yea %)&R.

In this issue

Brittany Heck was awarded -mﬁz %e .t??%
fornia Association of RCDs @é.eacggi%renée 5% g
have worked in this amazing commuwmérystoﬁag)er S .
. . 2 C.D
Lead Scientist Awarded R@aﬁeg[g.f?ér@elldes‘i’o%tloﬁ? t he
John Green, l'ead scienti st §oHage@2 |pdbliiHadngrehipRCD, 1S

Restorationi st of the Year b Pagé 13e Sevicks@oOuiings Re st ofr at i
tion. He is the 17th recipi
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Letter from the Executive Director

Gold Ridge RCD, Sonoma RCD, NRCS Receive Gold Resolution

On November
RCD, Gold Ridg
NRCS received
tion from t he
Board of Super
tion of our eds

ni cal assista
cused on soil
soi | heal t h t

farmers throug
County for th

Dear Resi dents and Partner s,

We have been blessed this year to work| alc

which i mprove our environment and strength

the drought, saving endangered species art

The 2015 projects | am most proud of welre:

The RCD addressed drought by installing ra

gal l ons of stored water per year, and ncr

Creek for salmon survival with the Coh¢ Pa
the LandSmart program and working with farmers in t
providing water resiliency and preparing to offelr c
on habitat by increasing water instream, i mproviipng I
ing livestock out of streams, and repairing and- |repl
till rangeland seeder to | andowners to seed theifr pl
i mproves soil fertility. We engaged oftrh ygrua de tdhiolu
pl ore our | ocal agriculture and ecology, as well as
We want to recognize that none of it would happen w
state and feder al grants we receive are contingelnt
and our district residents to assist us in bringling
from grantdedu¥dbubl eadonation is <c¢criticarlegtuol actloorsye ats
to |landowners wishing to voluntarily manage thei|r ng:
We canot do this work alone. Your gift wild.l hellp w
water, and combat <climate change.

ncerely,

%%y%y&d@ Brittany Heck Jensen

Executive Director
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2015A International Year of Soils

The''"sS General Assembly declared 2015 the Interndgtio
2015 are to:
S— :
Raise full'awareness.among civil Saciety and ceais o. makers-about the importance of sail;
Educate about'the crucial.role o,;.-;)i ;Mmfl-wcuulimc change-adaptation and-miti-
gation, essential- eCOSYSteln se , poverty dlieviation’and s ‘velopment;
Support eﬁectlve&_“g&iaw" for the sugtalnable managem -jn ction of soil
resources; Ie-» \- N
Promote investment in sustainable soil management activities to:develop and maintaif healthy
soils for different land users and population groups;
Strengthen Initiatives in connection with the Sustainable Development Goals process and Post
2015 agenda;
Advocate for rapid capacity enhancement for soil information collection and monitoring at all
levels (global; regional and national).
Her e at home, the Gold Ridge and Sonoma RCDs dedgl ar
November is the Month of Healthy Soil s:belwmrg heuanchhl ed a
filter water, grow our food, stabilize our coasti|s a
soi |l s-remewadn e. So we ask ourselves this year es|pec
A Sonoma County Soil Heal th Coll aborative, as t hle g
2015 by | ocal resource conservation partners to |i mp
organic nmatitserunli @sue. groulpodé¢ sl ,a <stoantbe nadnadnf eder gl g
nomr of i tsdiasdr ilotcalt hat work with both agricultulral
source conservation and protection. These gtrhoruopusg haoru
the county. Watrehafed epeoatal teoiclome, including| a
amend more soil in more places. We wonodt | et our |
Year of Soils. I n fact, we see 2015 as the beginpning
Wel come Melvin Sanchietti to the Gol d F
GOLDR'DGE brings over 40 years of experience ijn f
ty. Among many, he has served on the Ha
the CA Apple Advisory Board, and the|l SR
Ag Credit Bank Board. We | ook forwarld t
And thank you to this yearods retireg di
continues to offer her expertise in |[for
RESOURCE of fice. Pet er s eyne ahrass orfe tsierrdVd cfteh amk 3t2nhee rk
CONSERVATION for their contributions to the Gold Ri d
DISTRICT R R ., R . . A
28 | NB LINRdzR (2 LINBaSyid | yS¢ D2fR wAR3I|S w/
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Soil Health Update

——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Bringing Carbon Farming to the District

What is Carbon Farming?

You may have heard of a new | and management pracjti c
bon Farming. PioneebadettyCahkbomMaCyol €ounsyi tut e an
Project, Carbon Farming uses “@asemt oper &niownalmet faolde
seqguestering atmospheric carbon dioxide within sjoil:
by way of the carbon cycl e. This farming practice i
|l aande types and | ocations around the worl d.

Carbon emissiome®dalbcye disd eamattiefgyiicrad lagnd reducing t hle o
driving a tractoegr,aztiinlgl,i nugs itnhge fsocsisli,l of vueerl basedf fe
house gas emissions are also reduced by capturinfg t
ganic matter and processing them into storable ¢ner
cl ean ewietrggyt onf arming operations.

I f2FR 2F O02YLRald A& RdzYLISR 2y NIy3AStFyR AY alNRYy /[ 2df/iex
Carbon emiastsutroanetdhaer es oi | on Carbon Farms by appl ying
the -usaendt ype effectively developed with this method
water and agricultural production are significant.

single appl-ioahi bayef afhalbmpost on grazed range|l an
49 0%), increases soil water holding capacity (to¢ 26
by at | east 1 ton per hecda@maplei patri oyre.ar Cdnopro s3t0 dydecaor m
release fertilizer to the soils, which, with i mpgrov
pl ant growth | eads to more carbon dioxide being |[rem
si s, |l eading to increased transfer of carbon didxid
yielding additional soi l carbon and water holdirng c
and the cycle ascends and spirals regeneratively| al
The Marin Carbon Project has both demongeéanmtedmdantr
more than 13 tons of CO2e for each acre of I and]|tre
CO2e per acre over 20 years from avoided emissiqgns

and manure | agoons to composting (DelLonge 2013) .| Wh
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cation on Marinbés rangel ands alone could sequest
mer ci al sector in California (DelLonge et al, 201
How is Gold Ridge RCD Involved in Carbon Farming
In June 2015, Gol d Ridge RCD, Marin RCD, Napa C
Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open
RCD, and the Marin Carbon Project applied to th
funding to create seven Carbon Farming Plan temp
These templ ateaswi ltlypiesstbreyotndl ggmchzed rangel and
vineyards, forests, row crops, and equine facild@i

Gold Ridge RCD is assisting the Marin RCD on tw
tain Creek Sedi ment Reduction and Fish Passage P
Project. With over a decradgleatodd exrpegiiemcandnasadi
Ri dge RCDO6s newest empl oyee, project manager Ja
Mountain Creek project for Marin RCD. For the CQC
site visits and preliminary descriptions of pote
The Bl ack Mountain Creek Sedi ment Reduction and
duction treatments within the Black Mountain Cr ¢
port runs of endangered coho sal mon and steel heg
cessive sedi ment, whi ch smothers spawning grave
source of instream sedimentation. Approxi mately
part of the project. In addition, fish passage
gress and egress of adult and juvenile sal moni dj{
stream for spawning and rearing.
S | ‘ : . 8F2NB FyR I DSNY
GSNI & LINBaSyid |
LI aal3asT yéé O dz
$ARS Y2dzikKa I yR
F2NJ Stae LIl aalk3as
a2dzyGll Ay [/ NBS|=
tid wSesSa {GFoe2y(

Gold Ridge RCD & Marin RCD Partner to Improve Watersheds
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Salmon Creek Dairy Water Conservation Project

435 1 Ayt gk B0
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[ SDY ¢KS | dzZAKSa 5FANEQa mdn YAt

y1l o
RIANE O2¢a 6Kz sAff 068 RNAYIAY3I GKS OFLIGdINBR NI AY S GSNI AY
One of the yearés | argest construction projectsl is
Westview Jerseyds Organic Dairy operated by Richlard
are currently both significant water wusers force|d t
utors to the agriculture-based economy of their surrounding communities. This project further advances the RCDG
expanding water conservation program: we are worlkin
vancing technol ogies to prepare our communities [for
This water conservation project wild.l transisti iden weh é
a rain -watehmeonofpond. When al/l is done, the project
five structures with sufficient capacity t ol spgloanmer-
tation of this project addresses the impacts of |[one
on Crleeekprevents the extraction of approximately]|1l, 4
summer / fall dry season.
To the fish of Salmon Creek, this project is a rit
especially in the Salmon Creek Watershed. Typically
Sal mon Creek did not reconnect surface flow untiljl N
viate the extending drought season and | eave appr ox
summer day.
By itself, 7,000 gallons per day wil|l not have a | a
per second of fl ow. However, the Hughes project [has
ot her streamflow enhancement projects througdgadtionh
rai nwater catchment project (i mpl ement-edalien r2ailrwat
ment projects (implemented in 2010), and seven alddit
RCD6s streamflow enhancement program is to provj)de
throughout the dry season, particularly during djrou:
chance of survival if the streambés riffles have f[ver
gen into the water (a highly important el ement off g

ments that would smother sal mon eggs.

6
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Our contractors on this project include Prunuske
tions), RGH Consultants (rain water catchment s
construction and rainwater catchment system inst
of Fish and Wi ldlife Fisheries Restoration Grant
nia Department ofpeWdtadr tReasndkwsr deos.our partners a
Devel opment Council for their support on this pr

Westminster Woods Camp and Conference Center has
Water Resources Partnership (the Coho Partner shi
The camp, |l ocated in the coast al redwood forest
winter spring water, alleviathbear itrhgg Dbheteadh tBi Itlak
fall dry season. Dutch Bill Creek is prime habit
cei ved emucehd attention to improving its habitat,
very recently, the Camp Meeker water release (se
ises to source 175,000 gallons of water per year
collected at a very |l ow rate throughout the wint
playing fields in the dry season.

Construction steadiltywprogtrkeseldandgé scpractetfal pa

after, water tanks with a total capacity of 175
ment/ filtration system wil/l enabl e Westminster W
drinking water. This project provides Westminsts
l'iving in the creek. In exchange for the water ¢
water from Dutch Bil/l Creek for irrigationup Wiotrh
Bill Creek's sensitive species as they try to ma
manInnn 3Lt dFyl UyA
2SaGYAYyaisSNI 222Ra /|
4 0FT2NBINRBdzyRO gl Ada
TpZann ALt GFEylo tf Sy
02ttt SOGSR Ay gAyGSNI
Ay3 UStRa 608t260 AY
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Westminster Woods Water Conservation & Storage Project
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Local Resource Conservation

e than 90% of our Ybudgeducomelse fdotmo ge lamg es|s
gap for usreogulpaboiveassiestanoa to | andow
their natur al resources.

h the help of donors | i ke you, this past vy
ressindyDrimwsahatl i ng r ainwater cat chment
ts totaling over 2 million gallons of st ol
reasing stream flow in Dutch Bill and Gr eg¢
mon survival with the Coho Partnership.
roving Weatyerj oQunailnigt yt he LandSmart progr am
wor king with farmers in the Laguna de San
ressing Clbyatpaea oChdihng water resiliency

preparing to offer carbon farm
chers.

ancing Salbmwon nkabeiatsaitng wat er instr eam, [

ge wood and winter refugia habita
sive gullies.

moting Byi pr dw#tdiilimlg raanngoel and see
in a manner that conserves fuel,

pl ans to

t fencin

der to | a
i ncreases

ner

ear

ed

t a

mpr

ndo
s o

aging dthrr ouagtht 10 gui ded s6ecthho oglr afdiee lcdhitl rdir g

| ocal agriculture and ecology, a
sses.
canoét do tYowr wgir kt awiolnle. hel p wi
an and reliable water, and combat

r-deadxcti blesdonati ocal to close thegudpmat oo
i stance to | andowners wishing tgowol dotati

l everaged at al&kuthgat?zml ar avteiroy
s. Please help us today.

at gratitude,
d Ridge RCD
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